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INTERVIEWER: Okay. Just say your name and where you are
from.
SPEAKER: Okay. I'm Gerry Robinson from the BostonAiﬁﬂo 5
Children's Musaumé%,l should tell you my story about (inaudible). g @E?
Ohe of the most important things that have happened to me in the E§§Q§ §
children's museum is being able to work with lots of famgzles andnf ?éfé?
very young children. And we have been able to really build ?gi §:§
n;!?j strong relationships with a number of families. And one little Egﬁéé%
:i?y%ﬁ boy came to our attention because he cameh?ften and was visiting,? ‘§
T but obviously there was something different about his develop—
ment. And he really came to our attention because he used to
spend a lot of tiTE -— when the place would get verf“crowdéd —— §?§ g_gi
i screamlg;ing;;~MMWhlch would sort of push other parents and kldsé?éﬁglf?
avay. ;;d we noticed that his mother particularly was, you know,géé ?ijgm
very sort of uncomfortable in the museum and uncoﬁ;;;table about S %
her child's behavior. =
So our staff really went about befriending her
and really spending some time Yifémher and this young child. gé;? o
They became good friends of mine, because part ofM;hat we were @mﬁ_ ??
trying to do was to try to get her away from him S?MEEfEME?MCOUIé gm%é %;
be encouraged £g“€§510re and do thlngs And weﬂ;éallzed how .? i
O e
SN

really smart he was. byméﬁégﬁaméﬁ we knew that he was

i

F A

probably autistic. And one thing she really didn t Tike hwimto

ony,

—

do was to walk on the stairs, for whatever reasons. And she just

could never explain why.
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But one of the things that he and I would do

probably twice a week would be to go and take a walk throggh the

wondd]
museum,??o with me to get the mail. And in the process of doing

that he would need to climb a flight of stairs. And so we did

this for several weeks. And then one day we went to do this and

he stopped, and he went back and he plcked up a cardboard block,

to take the block w1th hlm And I couldn't figure out why. And

SO

what he was going to then as we walked through the building was

[ w2 o L
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to take the block and place it in places where he couldn't reach.

So he could stop and do lots of things that he would point and

look at, but really had no real language for.

In the process of really getting ?kaﬁgym?er c£§ élf%
we also gOt_Eijfff;Ef? up with some other families, and were g} % é&
able finally to beglr}tw‘(;g_)“___ggoach the issue of him and hmi_f lan— ‘é’ ":é E;
guage. That he really didn't have a lot of langgggel A?? got %; g"q%
her comfortable%w1th the 1dg§mEB£Eygh anothﬁ? (1n§%é§;3;)'fam1m § £\f§
lies whose hufggnd actually was a languagfmffgiéplst. To.encourmgé %i %\
age her to go to try to get some testing done 3E_Egii?ren's ngég S éﬁ
Hospltal We got the appointment all set up, they went to th&§§iE§" L§\
hos§IE£1 and the kid totally freaked out and they couldn't do §;§ ﬁ"
anything abcut him. But we got involved and talked with her “/é

husband, and got the team from Children's Hospital to actually

come to the museum and watch him there and see him in a natural

e e e et

setting. And was real%xwable to get him some help and her some

help actually as a result of it.
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And for me, it was just sort of the power of a

place that really isn't set up to do anything about intervehtion,

.

(o34 buil% ﬁ?ose kinds of coalitions or supports with families that
(o
we could befriend a famlly and get them connected up with really

just another set of VlSltOIS %hefdwere really in the end going

to be able to make a slgnlflcant 1mpact on her life and on that

————————t )
e ——

child's llfe as well And he was able to get some support, was

able, w1th a lot of support, to enter into a regular kindergarten °

oot e e A T T 2

and is now talking. Really bright little boy, but behaviourly

kept pushing everybody away because of this bizarre behavior.

i e et i b

But our staff really stuck by her and him, and there has just

been an amazing turnaround. He is now nine years old and doing

fine.

INTERVIEWER: Is he in a regular -

SPEAKER: " He's in a regular school now.

INTERVIEWER: Was he diagnosed as autistic?

SPEAKER: He was. He'd also had a pretty severe head

injury when he was pretty young. The reason why she didn't like
—

him on stairs, we found out that she had dropped him down a

—————
ek . o e e e st b S T

flight. And with that information they were able to do some
T I

other neurological testing. And through a pretty structured

program were able to begin to bring him around, fo _get him to

talk. And we did a lot working with the Head Start program and

encouraging them to both support her and him. Because you could

see just so much that he had great intelligence. You could talk

about something —— we were talking about Mr. Rogers one day in
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the office. He went out and he found a Mr. Rogers book out in

the space and brought it back in. You know, so we knew that he
was picking uﬁ a lot of things, but just that they both needed

support to be able to see the good things that he was able to do.

INTERVIEWER: Does he still come in a lot, or just occasion-
ally?
. l\/i:
SPEAKER: Not anymore. We hear from them —— again, as é
T &
kids get older and the families that we really had a lot of =

strong contact with, we see them often on holidays. So the last

time I saw was about a year ago. She called up during one of the

school vacation weeks to say that they were coming in. And you

~

(s
. , &
know, often they call back to say what a difference just having éégl

people support her in terms of trying to continue to advocate for

s
3
him when she really dldn t feel that he was going to be able to @

amount to much. But he's just a great kid.

v
L.r
v%gwﬁﬁ?éSpfnsv S51) SV s

INTERVIEWER: Have you got any other wonderful stories like
that? *
SPEAKER: I said most of mine are about families and

their issues. I don't know. I can just say, you know, Jjust the
pieces about how important having a space like Play Space has

been in terms of being able to watch families grow, and to sort

of get to that other side of the visitor I remember once
B SN

¢

itting out in the space with another mother who was watching her 534301

MMMMMM SR o 1R A

toddler go up and down the slide. You know, tlme and tlme again. ?‘23%

o U s & bea

And watched her body language and watched her getting more and e 5
_________________ e e s s &

more sort of puzzled by what was going on. And sat down with her -§ gdéé
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and began to understand that what she thought was the child had \é iéﬁ
some retarded behav1or, because she was doing somet@ipgngzﬁg and iwgiéw
over again. §~§%§N
And we sat there and watched together, and I .
was able to help her to watch the child's body language change, { §b§?
to realize that this child waé%;éally about mastering 901ng up %-5?%
and doing the slide fifty different times. And that each time Q? §:§j
the child went up and came down she would watch othifmfhildren, §.§ éf
she would try it a little differently. Her whole body language - ; émgr
was changing. You know, you could just see the power coming into Qg-?é ?
this llttle, txny belng And by the end of that sort of twenty kg qg 2;
minute interlude, the mother had gone from begingiﬁgwfy under— ﬁ-gﬁg
stand that repetitive behavior really as a strength of learning, \g éﬁéi
and not a sign tha?_Ekiiiﬂls something wrong. E
And Jjust reaiZ;I;;M%gi;n how little parents ™
often unde{ﬁzépd anut normal development?ﬁ And if we hadn't %ugu §§§
taken the moment and she hadn't been wx%iiggmﬁgwify what was on éég §i§;
her mind, she would have probably stopped her child any time her gﬂg %72
child tried tgwégmﬁgmethlng, you know, more than twice fo; fear %igﬁg.ém
that the child was gettlnqwigggwg_zgﬁﬁversus being able to ?§“§’§i§m
understand tha%wfbgfﬁmﬁignre?}”Eg?Eﬂiggmg9ifgwg?. -------- giég é_%{
I've got hundreds. I'm just trying to think Qé c} é*
of which ones would make —— they are all just little tid-bitty . %
things about, you know, kids making connections later on about ,é
stuff. I think the power for me about the museum — I told this %;
one once before about just sort of my own history of having — g
&
&
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you know, thatil never thought I'd ever end up working at a

But the children's museum has always been part of my own

., museum. of my own %l
life from the time I came to the museum as a child in Jamiiia, # %ﬁj
and played all those little paper and pencil games, you know, in gqgﬁ
the really ©0ld museum. And then came back probably as a seventh §%§~
of eighth grader as a babysitter. The first time I met Marian -%‘gz§
(Carey) during Thanksgiving time, and they were doinglthe old :2 é!%ﬁ
colonial kitchen and dipping candles. And we thought we were soEﬂéhi%
sophisticated because we were like twelve and thirteen b;;nging<%m§ %;
these little kids to the museum. 2; ~

The next time I saw the museum it was probably %;g?
as a young teacher, and met up with Bernie and Dotty when they é
used to go to do the community workshops. And that's how I got gk
all excited about bubbles and doing stuff with them. And then fﬁl
they invited me to come and do some work with them, and then got
hired on. And my first day at the museum I met up with Marian
{Carey) in September while the building was closed. And we were %ﬁm
over cleaning, you know, getting ready. And she saigd, "Hére, §§§
hold this for a minute.'" And turned around and handed me a boa (mé}*
constrictor, which is the first time in my life I had ever f;
touched one;Mmggéigigépgmgggnking, igﬂEEEs the orientatiginto the %\
museum? And %L@ going to find ?EF today whether or not I;m going @w
to be able té/work here or not. Andﬁfou know, I just thought
okay, we can g;‘thigz ™ 5 < %§
[1%%ik@ﬁ§;??5> But I think the mqst excitement for me was -g § g‘z"
" " being able to go back and take the museum back to the community,gxé\g é«
S
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and to see the museum and the community be something that could

L
.

really come tmgether And that I could get to do as a teacher-

educator things I couldn't do as a teacher, which was to really
W

P

have lots of time to work and deal with resources and see the

museum really become something that, you know, teachers could

and then for me to be able to really work

later T'm still there and still as excited about it as the first

day that I entered there. And realized that, you know, for each

new generation the museum really has wonderful things to offer.

-

And that it really is a par§ of that community, and really a

strong part of my life both personally and professionally as

well.

SF fox Jon @:ﬂ Ys‘o it's a place I like a lot, a kid likes a
lot. My kid likes a lot. Has done wonderful things and many

things from having grown up there. There will be little things

that will come back into his life. You know, things that you
never think were important to kids. And I remember very young

“his exqitement about the scrubbing board. And we found one at a

flea market and he just went wild, because it was just like the

on that he had used at the museum. You know, all the sort of

important steps of independence that kids could take there or

learn. You know, his wor%ing through lots of issues around this

"What If You Couldn't" exhibit. I remember him accosting Janet.

You know, years later after the exhibit we would go back and
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every time he'd see her, "When are those wheelchaigﬁmggﬁing back? g
It's really important that kids could learn about those wheel- é
chairs.t And I realized he was really working through real &
issues for himself, that he might really end up inmg_ﬁheelchair. Q Q;
and whether this could be something that could be fun learning, g}gm
but he really felt that thag_ﬂasw§9mething he would bring a lot e %ﬁ
of his friends to see at the museum. And then as other exhibits %?
would come and go, still always going back to that as being the, S
really most important exhibit for him.
INTERVIEWER: Tell a little bit about David and (inaudible). %?
SPEAKER: David is now. eighteen years old. I adopted e
him WQEE_EG was five. And he has hemophilia. And so living has E
been a big issue for him. And you know, playing and being and ;z
future h;;_;;;;_;;Eﬂ;;;;. And in the last couple of years he's i'
had some pretty severe. instances, and we wonder whether he wants i;
to live or not. Bazmnow he seems to want to. And I think the ié
museum h.::xs‘m:m—r you know, the museum and all the people that he's %
met there have been a very important extended family for ﬂ;m. Qi
ind a place that has really supported his learning stfigmtoo, if
since he's not awfeal‘wonderful school person. But he has gi
learned a lot, more than I would even é;er imagine, through ;?
; g

I

having lived in the exhibits at the museum. So it's a wonderful \af

place.d

TAPE INTERRUPTION
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SPEAKER: so yves, pretty much. He's going to ask

me some questions, I'm going to answer them.

s
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